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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 



Listing of Claims : 

1 (original). A data processing network, comprising: 

first and second servers each connected to a central switch, wherein each server includes 
a network interface card (NIC) comprising a processor and a buffer, 

wherein the second server NIC is configured to store management information generated 
by the second server in the second server buffer, 

wherein the first server NIC is configured to send a low level polling request to the 
second server NIC; and 

wherein the second server NIC is configured to respond to the polling request with a low 
level transfer of the buffered information to the first server NIC. 

2 (original). The network of claim 1, wherein the first server comprises a dedicated management 
server and further wherein the second server comprises a server appliance configured to receive 
processing requests from an external network. 

3 (currently amended). The network of claim {44 1> [further comprising a plurality of additional 
server appliano e o, e aoh attach e d to the control owitoh, wherein th e manag e ment c e rv e r ic 
configurod to monago oaoh of tho oorvor opplionooo] wherein the second server buffer is 
dedicated for the storage of management information . 

4 (original). The network of claim 3, wherein the first server NIC is configured to broadcast the 
polling request to each of the server appliances on the network. 

5 (currently amended). The network of claim 1, wherein the [central switch compri ses an 
Eth e rn e t switohl low level polling request comprises a request having a single header wherein the 
single header is a MAC header . 

6 (original). The network of claim 1, wherein the first server NIC is configured to send the 
polling request responsive to the expiration of a timer. 

7 (original). The network of claim 1, wherein the first server NIC is configured to buffer the 
transferred information in the first server buffer. 
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8 (currently amended). A method of managing a data processing network comprising a first 
server and a second server each connected to a switch, the method comprising: 

buffering management information generated by the second server; 

periodically [ioouing o polling request ot] prompting the second server . via , a ai packet 
formatted at a low level of the network communication protocol [from th e first s e rv e r to 
th e G e cond o e rv e r] wherein the packet includes a single header, and wherein the_single 
header is a media access control (MAC) header; 

responsive to each polling request, sending the buffered information from the second 
server to the first server [with] at the low level of the communication protocol; and 

buffering the transferred information in a buffer of the first server 

9 (original). The method of claim 8, wherein buffering the management information includes 
buffering the information in a buffer of a network interface card of the second server. 

10 (currently amended). The method of claim 8, wherein [te s aio g- tho polling r e qu es t } prompting 
the second server comprises issuing {&e} a polling request from a NIC of the first server to a NIC 
of the second server. 

1 1 (currently amended). The method of claim {8} 10, wherein issuing the polling request 
comprises issuing the request at the data link level of the network communication protocol. 

12 (currently amended). The method of claim {8} 10, further comprising initiating a timer and 
wherein issuing the polling request is responsive to expiration of the timer. 

13 (currently amended). The method of claim {8} 10, wherein the second server comprises a 
server appliance and the network comprises a plurality of additional server appliances and further 
wherein issuing the polling request comprises broadcasting the polling request to each of the 
server appliances. 

14 (original). The method of claim 13, further comprising, responsive to determining that each 
of the server appliances has responded to the polling request, uploading the transferred 
information from a NIC buffer of the first server to a host memory of the first server and clearing 
the NIC buffer. 

15 (currently amended). A network interface card (NIC) suitable for use in a first server of a 
data processing network, comprising: 

a NIC processor; 

a NIC buffer accessible to the processor, 
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wherein the NIC processor is enabled to issue a low level polling request to a NIC of a 
second server that is locally connected to the first serve r, the low level polling request 
having a single header field, wherein the single header field is a MAC header, and 

wherein the NIC processor is further configured to buffer management information sent 
from the second server NIC responsive to the polling request. 

16 (original). The NIC of claim IS, further comprising a timer and wherein the NIC processor is 
configured to initiate a polling request responsive to a state of the timer. 

17 (original). The NIC of claim 15, wherein the low level polling request is issued at a data link 
level of the network's communication protocol. 

18 (original). The NIC of claim 15, wherein the second server comprises a server appliance 
enabled to receive processing request from an external network, and farther wherein the data 
processing network includes a plurality of additional server appliances each locally connected to 
the first server, and wherein the NIC processor is configured to broadcast the polling request to 
each of the server appliances. 

19 (currently amended). The NIC of claim 18, wherein the NIC processor is further configured 
to determine that each of the server appliances has responded to the polling request and to 
transfer the {tran s ferr e d] management information to a host processor of the first server. 

20 (original). The NIC of claim IS. wherein the polling request includes a header consisting of a 
data link layer header including a media access control identifier of the second server. 
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